BE A TRUSTEES VOLUNTEER

Get involved!

NEWS FROM ACROSS THE STATE

By volunteering with us, you’ll be able to
share your skills and develop new ones,
surrounded by the beautiful land and
culture of Massachusetts. Ongoing and
short-term opportunities to volunteer with
The Trustees this spring include:

Earth Day Beach Cleanup
Saturday, April 20
Crane Beach, Ipswich
mmahan@thetrustees.org

Dairy & Livestock Volunteers
Flexible Schedules
Appleton Farms, Hamilton & Ipswich
mmahan@thetrustees.org

Garden Assistants
Fruitlands Museum, Harvard
The Old Manse, Concord
mmahan@thetrustees.org
Field Farm, Williamstown
msailor@thetrustees.org
Naumkeag/Mission House, Stockbridge
tkubis@thetrustees.org

Lighthouse, Tour Guides & Gatehouse
Volunteers
Flexible schedules
Martha’s Vineyard & Nantucket
esmall@thetrustees.org

Plumbing, Mason, Electrician Volunteers
Flexible schedules
Dunes’ Edge Campground, Provincetown
Powisset Farm, Dover
esmall@thetrustees.org

Field & Harvest Crew, Gardeners
Flexible schedules
Powisset Farm, Dover
esmall@thetrustees.org

Trail Stewards
Flexible Schedules
Notchview, Windsor
Bryant Homestead, Cummington
Field Farm, Williamstown
msailor@thetrustees.org

Event & Program Assistants
Flexible schedules
Bryant Homestead, Cummington
Notchview, Windsor
msailor@thetrustees.org

These listings are among dozens
and dozens of options for you to
help out at a Trustees reservation
near you. For more details, and a full list
of all our volunteer opportunities,
visit thetrustees.org/volunteer.

PLAN BY BROWN, RICHARDSON + ROWE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS

Period Plan showing how The Old Manse’s landscape looked in 1850.

Cultural Landscape Revitalization Nears
Completion at The Old Manse
Built in 1770 for patriot minister William
Emerson, The Old Manse, a National Historic
Landmark, sits on the banks of the Concord
River among rolling fields edged by centuriesold stone walls and graced by an orchard.
Care, preservation, and presentation of the
Manse requires constant renewal.
The Trustees’ vision for the one-time home
of both Ralph Waldo Emerson and Nathaniel
Hawthorne includes scholarly study and
documentation, collections preservation,
bookstore improvements, inspired new
engagement and visitor programs, and the
rehabilitation of the landscape to maintain the
fabric of its authors’ muse. This year, Trustees
began a revitalization of the historic landscape,
in order to evoke the vernacular landscape of
the late 18th and early 19th centuries when
the Manse was a center of community life
in Concord. The work, which is scheduled
for completion in May, enhances the site’s
accessibility and the contemplative experience
of the landscape for modern visitors. Aspects
of the project include: establishing a detailed

landscape plan to guide the renewal of
the site’s trees and other native plants;
identifying and removing invasive plants;
restoring the upper drive to historic
dimensions; enhancing parking and
visitor entrance areas to meet accessibility
standards; and developing new and
thoughtfully integrated interpretive
signage. Trustees staﬀ—including Ecology,
Stewardship, and Cultural Resources
team members—have been working with
Concord’s Natural Resources Commission,
Historic Districts Commission, the UMass
Fiske Center for Archaeological Research,
the Massachusetts Historic Commission,
and our local Concord Cultural Landscape
Working Group, all with the goal to ensure
that the work being done will enhance
the landscape and maintain the cultural
significance of this very special place, and
will truly be the next steps in a revolution of
site experiences that bring The Old Manse
and its people to life.

